Deb Miller
Secretary of Transportation
Kansas Department of Transportation
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3754 
 
Honorable Secretary Miller,
 
The recent Amtrak Feasibility Study release comes as good news to my community of Chase County. The study covered a multitude of interests and cost scenarios. The Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) and Amtrak are to be congratulated on their accomplishment. 
 
The non-profit community partner known as the Northern Flyer Alliance, Inc. recently commented that the time has come to select a best fit alternative for Kansas.  I respectfully consider Alternative-3 “Daylight Kansas City to Fort Worth” to be the best fit for  Chase County, the State of Kansas as well as the Tri-State Region, and hope that this selection will aide KDOT’s selection process. 
 
Alternative 3 is the alternative that would provide Kansas with the greatest connectivity, greatest ridership and therefore greatest economic development opportunities. Resultantly, it would also provide the states of Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas with the greatest tax revenues, wealth creation and return on investment.
 
Federal monies will be key to the development of this corridor and therefore must be pursued with vigor. The Federal Railroad Administration has made it clear they will give priority to those states that are working regionally, have a Service Development Plan and High Speed Rail status for the corridor under development. Therefore, I strongly urge KDOT to begin the Service Development Plan this spring, immediately begin negotiations with ODOT and TxDOT for a Group of States Application during the next application round, and work with ODOT for High Speed Rail status from Oklahoma City to Kansas City.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
